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“Dut'Ing-1972' George $: MeGoverntins) 


_ United States. The. purpose of thi swpaper is ‘to. dononstrate how the McGovern - 


campaign embodies. a rich Neo:Popul Ist” hi torical vision ' se ed as a “6 
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_ framework for the campaign rhetoric." The: thesis of the paper argues that 
‘ + . ‘s : — eo oo a : a > ; 
the Neeropeliet vision of Megovern Hcl uded ‘thes 
af ‘ ‘ 4 iz; . ° . 4 


Fach f fantasy considered: ‘the, ‘persona: of Meo 


partiguiar fantasies. 
n as, a Popul ist™ hero, included 


a. Plot, Mine Fnvol ving Populist not es, a 6 visuatized villains in the Popu- 
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idual, fantasies Will be’ presented. First the Man of Principle 
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fantasy wit be: presented as, ‘an exemple, Gt Mesovgrt' s 100-PSRUL st identity. 
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Next 2, New, Politics faritasy wil | auc the positions used by McGovern to. 
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‘ project a. Neo" “Popul ist plot Vines Finally, ‘an /écom ination of a Grass’ Roots 


| fanteby will show ‘how the Neo~ ~Populist rhetoric enc? Iteelt oo the political 
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2 5 ‘The’ Non of Principle Fantaay Type oe ie 2: ‘s 
a 2 oe tg we 
an the first scenario onphos izeg in the: ne ednpbian associated yim the 
New Popul Ist rhetorical Vasion focused on character. The Importance of 
‘pA i 2% 
emphasizing charaoter In the 1972 penccrsrte candidate’ was foreshadowed! “by ged 
Arthur Seniesineeenieec in early 1972. He ‘argued, — ; cea = - “pe 4 
i ty _' The Democratic nominee ‘in 1972 must have’several obvious” a ue e |. 
-a's qualities. One ig.that he-must be a man’ who is perceived y= 
~** as. telling the truth. . ». A second quality is.an active * 5 
: a concern for the state of \our nation as a, human community. ’ — 
arn 4 a. 20 A third quality, is'an instinct for’ foreign policy: 
es ve te “The fourth essential ‘qual ity for. the Democratic : > es 
eg. - nomi née: he: must be bold and norte hay on’ policy. awe “te f° 
ron, ager at least $F accprding to Sapiasiiier,, inportent criteria tor% ; 
nominee were as sense of public trust, /human “Compass ions foreign policy. > 2! , 
1 nee 7 
wisdom and courageous forward programs. These gharactesisties tend sh tétus 
aay ae 
“on the chéracter of the: candidate and stress personal qualities a as. important. 
The stress on the personal character of a potential Democratic snomi ne oe 
: Was a strong strain in the McGovertt New Populist rhetorical vielog: “in é 
~~ (971 interview, McGovern said: _ ot te 3 - 
: . ; . e ss 
= |'ve recognized from the begffhning that: the = . # 
: in .principle assets | have as a candidate are my ey 
reputation and my record of being myself, of not “ 4 . 
‘trying to:create some kind of manufactured position - 
-or image. I've tended éver “the years to speak out ee . 


om with considerable candor. - tpaventt: backed away ae ares 
. from any’ of the tough eee ‘Aven though they i Ca ee 
- required paying’ a penalty. ee , 


Senator McGovern! s stareneats-ofter focused on the issue of tfust in 


4 government. On "Face ‘the Nation" McGovern remarked’ * 


en 
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Let's. try. to: “find. out where: our ean vent off 


“ the track. How did’ we. ‘get. into-a situation where a: waar 2 . 
- - 67 per cent’of the American people said Ina sis. » 3 ‘ 
coe ae recent poll. that “they don't. think’ this: admini- 


stration is-telling them’ the truth. >And the same 
‘ people said'a year dyo - hat they dida't trust the 
.. previous adm} histration™ Now those are the: kinds. eR poe eg. yee 
. of things thet ought: to concern us.‘ - 3 aes _ 


‘In addition to HcGovern' Ss personal statements related to trust: and 

: ‘secrecy in governmént, his pees es created messages which sea | 
McGovern | as standing’ for Honesty ig Soverinends, ‘McGovern ene in i oo 
The New Democrat ciiiied? “Today it comes almost. as) atsurprise when some . 


aa body speaks the truth. But exerydne acknowledges NoGovern/s ring is his 


ot 2 <5 


honesty-cunta tering and MNAQUEe ‘McGovern: thetoricians portrayed So ae 


him as a man “who! on issue after. issue. has beén honest with the American : 
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p lic. _ He Is represented asa man “Who “takés a stand on Adpovtent. issues: _ . 
7 iu 
ore 


Note the ee with which the Man, of Principle fantasy was. prelen st ~, 
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_and does not back away from that positon. = Sods = 
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by the. HicGovern rhetoricians. An a McGovern On the Issues" statement on. 
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Vietnam a aie drama was presented tn the rletoric. FBI Director. Hoover was 


“portrayed in. “tragic: terms ‘asa falling. hero who aunreatens to shake the very 


"¥ 


fiber ofthe nation. “-0n Vietriam, Senator eGovern was visualized standing 


“in the senate, in ree rejecting our Wichoan involvement, in impassioned 
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fe 
“sterms. . een these instances the. rhetéric embodies a vividly developed fantasy 


theme. The themes dramatize the McGovern persone as. a Man oF Principle: In 

: “some instances 1 rhetoric. employed what is called a fantasy type. Bécause 

. % 
ae fantasy themés have bedh repeated: 'so-oftef en ‘the rheforic, the: rheto- 
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ricians-ere able to siieae toa “number oe past fantasy Pheties by describing - 


} he ee 
in general terms the cohe lusion «drawn from the various nance’ Thus fen 
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the McGovern, rhetoriclans. argue “that "for more ‘than twenty years, George 


’ McGovern has advocated recognition, of the. gilleroment in n Peking," they are 


appeal ing ‘to the fantasy. type Fhat: portrays McGovern as a Man of er inei ple: 


who | consistently spoke on issues. rn to his conscence: ae success | 


i 


nib the appeal seems predicated “on the audience’ Ss’ wilTingness and ‘ability 
_ to Ident ify WEN, past fantasy: ‘themes in a say sufficient + to gusty. ‘the 
fantasy type. in their mtids. oo . . _—oe 
a In’ regard to’ — ae ning deinands on the potential! candidate, 
2p he suggested, ny drink 3 a eciicéss oF. deceiey-< 4 WIT be essential in the | 


"next President, n7 He ‘contidued, “1 also think | have a (broader ond nwo 


_ sensitive, perspective than the other candidates: on the’ really crucial 


problems; . woe before the country," McGovern rMtorician Peter Schrag 


observet! that. "HeBovern: is one of the few genuine ioral ise left in American! 


- 


7 public hife,"9 McGovern! 5 interview reflected the deep mora | overtones of a 


'. sense of decency. Ha claimed to stand: nof~tor "prudishness or sanctimonious 


‘seTf-cighteousness, but old- fa joned concern Bye lové for others. ees lo 


: : [Or be 7. ‘ 
He claimed to be ngeee ly eee re over the ‘mistaken directions’ we fre. pur- 
We're on the “wrong course in. the world and the problems we're ne- 


suing. . 
ou dies et home, have become so acuta that 1972 may be the last’ turnabout 
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: i 
chance we: Fl have. nd 4 


ecevern rhetor icians frequently, quotéd Robert F. Kennedy 'sMay 10, 1968, 


testimonial support of ore McGovern: , = fe 


i of. 


at 


. The fact is of al my y col beagues in: the United 
States Senate, the person who has the most feeling 


. and dges the things in the most genuine way, 
_ without that affecting; his life, is George 
ae MicGovern. He is the most decent mangin the U.S. 


-~Senate. He is so highly. ‘admired by all his colleagues, 
nof just for his ability but because of the kind of 


eK _ ‘> man that he is. That: $ truer of him than anyonelelse 
i ‘in the United States: ae 12 ' # ON 
; . 8 ind . 


te 
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“The McGovern egtor cians « claimed "eGovern Ts. ihe only guy today" ho has 


of the “ay the wordd is- mov.ing, ra” grasp ‘ats ‘internat ional realities/™5 On 


v4 


the same _authent iéity and ‘intensity maten Robert Kennedy ‘possessed. "13 The 


e 
_ McGovern forces clearly portrayed NeSovern asa persona. who would not only. 


displace secrecy and deceit’ in: _governnént but would also bring a- new aes 


“of Aiiman ‘decency to the: ‘office of ‘President. The McGovern rhetoricians A 


7 ly 


, “often dranatized heGovern! s \adership In me Food for B5ace program: as’ 


[typical of McGovern’ Ss insight into human problens:14. 


The above support for the Mon ‘of Principle fantasy ‘type advanced by 
: NEA 
the McGovern publicists ‘does ‘more than focus. attention on the nature of the, 
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“NeGovern per's ona. The quotation from Robert “Kennedy attempts to shape “the 


“ dlrection of - the identity. - Not only is McGovern! Ss persone ipeve [oped but it 
% 


J ds identified with a well known martyred. persona. The’ testimonial sum- 


” 9 


“ma izes ‘the ‘antasy typ well b depicting NeBovern’ as an’ xceptlogelly » 
is ss Y, § 


* decent man. - The potential persuasiveness: for ‘kennedy supporters al that — 


type of “fantasy theme i. Geintorced ay the comparison OF MeGovern and Kennett 


’ 


in the pro- “McGovern rhetoric. 


McGovern also a! luded to an insight | inte foreign policy he 2c aims to” 


possess. As ‘Schlesinger: ‘noted, the next president must possess. "3 sense 


ie ‘ 


Vietnam NeGoveri ‘spoke strongly. labeling the U. Se “pdlicy of ne devasta- 
Ton of Vietna as “a deliberate national policy That has the endorserient 
of the United States goverment, its : Gommangers in the field, its Armed 


‘Services Comnittee in the Congress and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. nt6 Eben 


- « 


: more: important Stnator NcGovern is — credited sehige' fi first er to 


speak Qut. against the Vietnangye - ‘On tember 24, a Jina pencrel 


foreign policy address in ane S ate, McGovern, dgvoted a few: ‘parsaraphs to 


the aaa V7: a 
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tn addition, In cari 1969 McGovern delivered ; a pS csch entitled "Secnd 
“American Reve iT tion." Former State: Department officer J. F. Richard a J 
“remarked that the. central “| =" 3 * i a eS a - 


oF ge. 8 we “fdoa [or the eer ane — his sribe 
eS theme=="Come. home, America"=-and was. first fully : 
Be “developed : in Speeches he.gdve on three campuses og < tea. eS 

in Pennsylvania and Ohio. He told his‘ largely) + Fe 

student audiences that thelr’ generation was no 8 - |. nee ‘ 
better or worse, than those. of past or future. 

Sit ' The problem s, [in Vietnam], remained difficult with. 
: ‘Tittle pFo’; deck of* quick or drastic solution. 4 

“bn alt’ my’ travels and studies, 4 have found ho | “. 
_. better. solution than in. the founding ideals of: OL ce” 

country. .Our best hope [les in the reaffiAmatién 8 

of those ideals in our as and peeeunes: Lee, 

ry 


“During Novenber, 1969, Senator HieGovern was “the principal speaker ate 


the Vietion mobi | ization rail} in » Washington, D. ce In his. ect argued, « - 


Ye love “Aner ica epdugh, to calr her to’a ‘Nigher standard. We love Amartes 
‘enough to call ner ey from’ the folly of war ve the blessings of Peace. mg 


The lcsovern rhetoric contained a number ‘of fantasies which dramatized 


or President committee! Ss ; pamphlet 


“chs record sgatnet ‘the. yar. The McGover 


“George McGovern. The kind of man h 8 Sarat " quoted aecavern’ as ‘saying: 


I ostlit eae the war jn Vietnam as the aintbar - 
one issue before-the cou try. |.was the first to 
oppose it, and my first Presidential act would be ~ 
ue to end it.. As “long as our soldiers. and the people 
, ° _of ‘Southeast Asia are dying over there, and as’ a * Boe 
; long .as. the bombing continues, I° frankly don't 2% 
, “mind. belng called a one-jssue candidate. 


aa Le te 
MEM fed up with tired 


Another canfpaign pepe quoted. MeGovern as saying, 


old men dreaming up wars for, young men to die. in.n2l Still a third campaign 
‘ — . 


¢ aad 


pamphlet.’ paaloht on the Issues," stated: ” Ne 
a George NeGovern Was. the ‘first United ds iates Sonctee — - 
to speak out against: the American military ately a3 
_-ment.in Vietnam, on September. (24> 1963. His ‘early - 


and consistent apposition ‘to American, Benen An 
< | . ¢ o ela 7 Va 


ENC - ~¥ | rr P 


wey 


acauinesers Asia thas made him the: dorcioee: -leadér: 
. legislative ef férts to set a Specific tens : 
: _ total withdrawal of all’ American forces front 
el i Indochina War theater’, 
, ot McGovern has” 
. a so tt 

een : 
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; policy and +n6) pean real ities of the sthuption § ‘in, _Sisineast psi 
“2 


- The McGovern Vietnam rhetoric ae addit idna | Insight inte tthe 


strategies sed by. “the HcGévern forces to achieve “ident ity, ‘WeBovern otioad: Fe 


ae 


‘td tad Nant ity by. of n being ‘the first! ‘or ‘ond: of 1 Bog to! "sb60k out a 


_ of the McGovern rhetoric.. This "approach sont offer an “unknown figure. ane are 
' Y 


i todein considerab! media’ coverage because the comtroversiade . 


Ue of the. rhetoric setiraied in such situations makes “it newsworthy. = 


7 Such a strategy might prove counterproduct ive inthe ‘long ‘run but in ‘the ns 


+ 


ng ‘fe ; 
/ short run it may be an effective rhetorical strategy for gaining an Senay . 
. As for behng bold and ernnGlahe on pol gy, McGovern claimed’, "y vas/ 


. one of the’ first to speak out against such sacred cows . d. Edger. Hoover, 
2! ~ 


~/ 
and’ I'm going to continue such direct talk. 2. ."25 ‘aut in addition a 


Claiming ° a “tradition of taking bold stands, McGovern promi sed- "to resolve aa 


a ‘ 
every question on the basis of what is honest and then stay with that 
ee : 


position. n24 “ 2 ae “3 . : . | a | oe. 
‘The pamph let "McGovern on the penuest listed a2 topics. on which the : ; , 


: Senator purported ly* had’ 1 WB the esiinsae ha speak uk aoe nh important 


so ‘ 


- 
component of the’ peledsston was ne dranot ization of ane Mcaévern persona» . 
> z, — a oe a 

as one candidate with a record “oF Speaking boldly: ‘and forthright ly p pol ey: ; 
and often speaking first when such. criticigm hii dangerous. thos ¥he McGovern | 7 7 
| | ave ee 


, ; 7 Lo os is 
€-: : . : 2 * se % sae : 


rs 3 s - 


$ gistrust the ‘established pol Iti a le Fo 


. ras: Dei ee < eh a ey cae Pant 
may party structure. As Anson noted, whip he Was organizing the erty ne ‘tended | 


o 


Pee to ignore: ‘the: 9 le perty regulars and often “when running, he ‘dent ified his = 
a. ‘persone asthe "Courageous Prairie. Statesman" rather. than, as the Democratic eee 
meh ees 
“candidate. fren while Ghairman. ‘of the Democratic party reform. committee’ 


“he “fended 0 fae ideals Abead.- oF party.26 .The Populist persone, Bia as a Man _ nu ge 
oe Principle, “For the old Popul ists such“ ‘as Janet ids: Dohinel ly, “the: two ee 


‘old parties had“ becone tools ‘in the hands of ‘the ear rihist & conspiracy. and Tae 


the professional politicians were - ug 


ernéd with the needs of he’ people. 127 7 ~ 
Lor McGovern the two parties Mete in the ands of amora| politicigns. | 


Tricky. Dick" and Secheneay Spird control led the nohend Old. ar a while the 


‘party of Roosevelt ok id the handy of villains or the ilk of Daley Johnson. . “ 
an Connal ly he put practical politics ahead. of. what was Tight. “But the a °F 
sense of. what is right ‘and just dictates McGovern! Ss behavior. “He Rossesses 


3 propensity to. view political Struggles in moral terms. ‘Moral questions 
’ ov % ‘ : \ \ 
‘dent nd moral men. heron et controls mora | situations REeOnee men of character’ 


on 1 
4 


mans) the correct moral decision. Thus the McGovern persuasion. emphasizes 
\ 


wharacter, as important and values thd persona “of: the good man with humane | . Ce 
; Lf 7 arg “ a) 7 os r . - 


“Na . . 
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sontaines a smbol ie cpt. 


in. favor:6 move 


eit , change 2 and 
ok 


seeried to include "suburban ditberses" peeittsts) academics, women ! ls sie 


OMe. 


“Honists,. black power advocates; ‘public service’ lawyers, @ as well as the. 


aie 
oe “Bie 


ry! Ss ‘iow. left! faction. eo As Arthur Schlesinger; Jr. F poted: 


He ‘icGovern] scéms ‘t ba, strongest amang the young. 
— -Conventiogs_ intNew York,, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts PB oh. 5 
<ierggl and elsewhere show Him. by far the :strongest' among. er 
‘9’ =  hiberal activists: these endorsements confirm him oe Oe er a ee ee 


as fhe heir of the. arty ° Ane McCarthy efforts, ne. - 
New Rolitles: of 1968.3 _ 


3 *s 


(oa) 


The éritical diinagstae of +he | New Politics fantasy | type manifested he 


itself: ‘in RePovenn” s eae: et forts bcd stress standing ‘tor, “Wreal, “pro-’ 


found change. 32 This, aks examine the McGovern forces! rhetoric -_ 
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poli Blea. This fantas sy ‘tipe. ott 


~. 


aay those: ness voted. foe ‘the Senater ‘EMcGoyer nT were. 
not declaring. their commitment to all. of his: a. 
‘onthe major disputed questions ' ‘Of: the’ aor 


the. war A they were registering. their: preference for 
: that: aspect ofthe American: Dream” that. Senerer, ‘McGovern! Ss 
poet hee : fm 


Politics’ fontasy: ‘FyBe, thet caine: ‘3 symbolize ‘McGovern! S ‘Prograns and. 


to ‘transcend. his pr tor New: Populist: eppea 'svand the: Rem rants of the. New 
Politics: of 1968. : oe ce ee ia, ae a - 


“The Nightmare” v NS nee Enis, we pa. See a a 


at 


ty ° . Sa aw a “ 


“of thé Populist scenario. Because of their Special priviléges powerful 


. > 


ine Lud ing: welfare,: taxes} military? ‘Spendini » OF even . . ee 7 


Carers 


“MeGoveri rhetoric depicted the. nightmare of the present scene in terms. 


forceg. were able to exploit the. common man. “Ip New Hampshire McGovern fe 


; ' | ae 7 | ai 
_painted a rich. fantasy thome tHet fedtured this scenario: = ; 
aa ° . = 7 ee . *. : toe i on ” Sm ‘ 
‘ s . 2 as 1 . : . ve ; 7 : < er . 
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Men who work in the factories of ‘Man hester, 
- or in the mills of Berlin, or who own a smal] 
i ‘ business Jin Concord--if those men earn: $6,000 to 
. $8.,000 a yeqr, they are paying higher taxes than - 
men in Boston and New York, who earn more. than 
$200,000 a year from. buying ‘and eel log: comiedil= _ 
ae they never. see. 
McGovern rhetorictans, tended to emphas ze McGovern's se & 
material. In the pamphlet "George McGovern. The kind of man he is s+. ." 
 |they, quoted McGovern as saying: 
Vie need to reform our total tax structure. The 
. ordinary citizen Is now being asked to pay heavier 
. taxes: while’ many of the rich and powerful escape 
through loopholes--in some cases paying no taxes 
at all. Furthermore, we must reduce property 
taxes across the board. Excessive reliance on 


property taxes has made. home’ ownership impossible 
for millions of families. 


The fantasy themes unfold with the ures worker paying higher taxes than 

aie rich and sewertul, who are portrayed as paying little or "no taxes at 
"alli" The New Popul ist: concern with and suspicion of wealth, and power 
operated as a powerful motive. The "big corporations and wealthy" are 
singied out as those who do not pay their fair share ~because "special 
interest groups" have aided them in circumventing the taw. McGovern 
rhetoricians reflect this suspicion in their rhetoric concerning sma | | 
businéss. The emerging McGovern dream, then, depicts the status quo asa 
Rightmare. Forces of: oe dominate the scene and repress the common man. 
Waste and corruption pervade many areas of society. In the’ case sivdetease, 

~ for examp le, McGovern argued, "there has to be a cut of 30 to 40 bihiien | 
dollars In the military sector ,"36 

- McGovern depicted the defence empire as "an excessive, wasteful, Uvel by 


large military establishment, "7 The McGavern fantasy themes visdelized evi 
. " . 
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. The Dream 


The dream tended to emphasize VicGovern as standing for reform that would Le 


: ; \ ee : - ee 
forces Jin the mT{itary-Industrial compdex that worKed for thelr own gain 
; 38 


x 


“at the expense of our vital economic and social health." 


ere ee ae : «™® : 
- These. fantasy, themes that emerged in the McGovern. rhetoric painted the . 


~ 4 
a ; oF 


present scene ds a dismal nightmare of powerful forces corrupting and 
F 


destroying the principles of honesty and equity on which the Amer “an is? 


oY . 


purportedly’ Is based. 


e 


*. A second se of fantasy themes emerged In the rhetoric whic 


‘ 


themselves ‘to he issues of tax equity and military spending. These fantasy 


t 


themes foreshadowed a better Amer ica that would emerge from sane furndamontat 


change.’ The McGovern dream for the.future saw an America in which taxes were 
applied equitably: mo a ae . ee ] 
‘ . The most urgently needed change In our systems 

of taxation and public assistance is to place far : 
oe greater emphasis on fairness. Each American should ° 
we - feel that he is getting his money's worth and that 


he Is being treated exactly like every other American. 
Each American should pay his fair share and each 
American should receive his fair share. That is 
clearly not the case now. 


> 


te 
a 


require each citizen to pay his fair share: "Senator George McGovern proposes. 
. ” Pp 


"a broad new program of tax reform, closing the loopholes that allow the 


ERIC 


wealthy fu cocape peying their fair share. "49 McGovern himself is reported to 
suggest: 

1 is time for Amer icon industhy and § egiol lnferecst 

grvuups to assume more of the n tion's bu: den. 


Aad it is time tu relicve the avgraye family of fhe 
high taxes he must pay, and of the intlation which cu 
so cruelly into the because uf the poor, the middle 
f class, and the elderly. 
¥ 


ot 


| 


Pa According to "McGovern on the Issues" McGovern's welfare reform proposal 


Inc'luded: 


. , . A broad.program of tax anid Welfare ete. 
iit coupled with a proposal for a, "Fedistribution of 
a _ Income" which. could bring as much ‘as $92 billton 
“ Intaddittonal-revenue to the treasury © mee and 
provide every American with a ‘guarsqrest: ‘annual oo ® 
"Income "té replace the welfare mess." Whisle 
o ' .  this*ncome Redistribution Plan could replace 
welfare, middle incéme ‘taxpayers ($4,000 5 
$12,000) wouldt be eligible: to receive a : @ 
Neder. goverment an ‘Income supp|éme ce 2 SE 
preposal Is not limited to-any'single ic , fe 
The annual payment might be as much as‘$1,000' ~  . 
per. person” or $4,000 for a ham ty of four. a 
. The McGovern dream fOr the: future saw an aneries In which the elimina- 
bi Q 
tion of waste. ‘and ee open in the military vould provide the resources to 


—s 


- .better onde rene: at home, ns eenehstenietane quoted McGovern as advoca- 
. s , : 
ting defense tuts. 
; . . 
7 - Fhe first’ thing we need to a jobs is ree tee 
the money-‘and that’ is easy to_find nd the ‘war, : 
cut our troops in Europe by half.-as Senator. . 
Mansffeld proposed, do away with unnecessary and 
unworkab l#. military gadgets like the ABM. .. 
: "Do al! of the things | mention and there ts : 
immediately some $30, or $40 billion that can then 
ae , , be invested in th of work we need here at . = ey 
heme without damaging the defense of the nation.43— 


The McGovern rhetoric portrayed a dream of 3° society which would "provide 


at home "44 ae 


On. other issues the McGovern dream of a new American life emer ged. On 


raclsm McGovern rhetoricians said "Al L-Americans, must have equal rights -- 


the right to secure a decent home, a good jub, o quality educat ion ."49 
They quoted McGovern as saying, “The most urgent moral priority in Amer tea 
today is to end the curse of racism-in all its ugly forms "46! On the @nviivs, 


_ ment McGovern stated: 
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the country with a en while f Inanging our unfinished business — 


a 


Our nation, which has led the world into a new 
era-of technological development, - “may also be 
leading the world ‘into ruin. We're not going to: 
have another chance at replacing our natural 
resources once they're destroyed. We,must use... 


- all the powens of government and personal com- 
\pttmen to stop this terrible assault on. our “aad 
vironment . . : 
Again the McGovern rhetoric foreshadowed ‘a dream of better ane srl a .% 
poly to preserve our environment: . 
. Thus the — svern forces! rhe wih ade, Sg Sebel appealed + + 
‘traditional rhetorical vision in Ainer ica that a reached atmo t mythic pro- 
portions; that vision is often called, .the American Dream, | flecting the 
mot Ives of a New Populist, the) Mofovern rhetoric visualizéd elimjnation of ~ 
spaci’a} privilege and exemption for Fhe: pqwer ful at th “expense of the’ common : ; 
. man. The’ McGovern income redistribution plan projegted a. "break-even income . i | 
“for : family of four... . at $12, 000.48 This fofmula supported the belief 
reflected in the NeGovern rhetoric that about 20% of the taxpayers (the rich 


20%) moute experience tax increases anh, cenaindng 80% (the common men) 


Vv 


would reap | ‘the eenereee of’ the pld4n-~<Ihis dream of America ref lected a 
strong New. Populist (erensetive. ee ; 
> The McGovern fantasy themes which porkeeved the nightmare as todély and 


m) 1, 
the dream of Paceceueienesa into a MeGovern New Politics fantasy type which 


came ra symbolize McGovern's commitment 1 to real profound chenge. 7 
Powerfut: scenarios are depicted tn which overwhelming forces Hei ete 

against the common man. This reflects *iie merger of pos! New Populist 

rhetorical tradition of MeGuvern with the tiew Politics fradifttun of 1908 Jaa., 

i . f 

anew and powertul New Politics tantasy type. Ihe Mebuvern stelorts allunpls 

to harness the Populist mot iges fo the great Lense of ¢ hangs cekael Re rarer 


wa 


Lu 
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: Inherent In thé, Hew Politics’of 1968. In this respect the New PolItics ™L, 


. r ‘ 


> fantasy type symbo| ized the- legitimacy of NeSovern's cali decy. He was” 
. : ' . 2 6 sy : . 7 , + = ee ' ee ie ; 
portrayed as Standing for programs and policies rooted In Gene McCarthy. ; 


ken ok 
and Rover t Kennedy. Hg emerged as a symbol which transcended both the New 


. Poldtjcs of 1968 and the New populist Pereonn of South Qakota. 


The erase Roots Fantasy Type 


A third feuiesy type in the New Popul tst Eheteten! vigion portrays‘a. 
drama in whieh grass roots support for McGovern c- until he owercomes | vie 


F 3 7 
politicat machines. Critically, once McGovern established a national, Identity 


t 


and fi forces of the New Politics rallied behind. him, the vision encouraged 
its participants to dream that grass “roots! support would once again ‘enable 
them to overcome the eerepliens: political machine and make McGovern the 
candidate & the heopie. To this end a huge cast of support players was 
assembled desjgned to organize and coordinate the spontafeous surge Of support 


- for McGovern. The fantasy themes suggested a.marriage of the 1968 New . 
v ie fea ° 7 . 
Politics forces of Kennedy .and McCarthy Into one viable political forcé. 


, 
~ 


Time, for example, fantasized.during the Wisconsin primary: 


McGovern . . . forged a coalition of followers 
from both camps. Qn one flank are such "Kennedy 
men" as advisers John Kenneth Galbraith and Arthur > 

e Schlesinger, Jr., former Kennedy Press Secretarigs 
; Pierre Salinger and Frank Mahkiewicz, writers 
Richard Goodwin and Adam Vialifsky. . . . On the 
other are legions.of young staffers and student 
volunteers bristling with go-for- -George enthusiasm. 
The spectacle of the old Kennedy pros follewed by 
McGovern's young crusaders, says Eugene uCCor Thy 
"is like German officers. leading Irish troops. § 


A 


‘lhe GraSS Rudts scenario combined the vision of the New Politics and 
) i : . ’ 
its growing power base with the growing suppott tour febuvern As us Nev... 
and World Report observed, “reports from around the wuubliy todteate that oa 
\ 


’ $ zm 
* 
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i e = tee 8 A oe ; bo gis . . 
‘ & rs < . » 73 7 - eat Tae 
? S P y : . " s' 16 7 P 
f : 3 ae 7 
GAliticar: “evolution: is going on ‘at fe arass roots in the: s vonctrdt ". 
Party. "503 ? fais revolution, combi ned with a unique coabition of oe 
‘. 4 : . e 
as é che McGovern vision with a viable cast of. characters tho Su rted 
‘ : oe _ en ; 
“the persona in nts campaign. ae 7 7 x. : Ss , 
; _< . 


( 


Rhetoric géner ated ey me McGovern forces tended «fa. dramatize the suc- 
’ aa 
cesses of the campaign. _In. Minnesota, for i the HcGovern_terces 


= x = 


Interpreted. nig Success as.a victory over itchert Humphrey =~ . . 
Me ee x , jee 

Supporters of oe ‘McGoverr and Hie: Liberal’. ' 
Coalition made a surprisingly\ strong shgwing In 

Minnesota ks recent precinct. caucuses. 

tion won a majoriffy or _plurali y of the de cates ae 
in at per ay ‘Minnesotats eight congres-_ j 
., Slonal districts, and political ‘observers said |° a en to 
“that Hubert Humphrey would have to fight just to “4 

_ get 50% his home state.?! oe 


o 


g 


Ina national news Vetter the McGovern torées: observed, 5 as 


‘ Senator McGovern's campaign for the Presidency : 

continued to gain momentum and strength during 

. *the month of May. Primary victories in Nebrashe, 

- Oregon and ee eRe and strong showings in oo 

, Ohio and ‘MichTgan’ io sed our, lead in the dele- oe 
gate race, and gave, So1 id evidence that thesnew 
coalition of McGovern: supporters carry the 
Senator to victory at the Democratic convention 
and, in the November election. a 


. 


Campaign literature ‘attempted to portray MNcGovern's successes in*terms of 


his grass roots support in the various states. One pamphlet argued "McGovern's 


delegate strength builds in caucus states.'°> ft suggested that in Idaho, 
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North Dakota, Karisas, Missouri, Oklahoma,: Texas, Ulah} Culuredo, Vermont, 


Virginia and lowa local backers were "blitzity" toward victury. the paws a 
A , . ‘ 
phiet descr Ibed, The Mebuvern wor hers tn such terns as “smmubollisg Yo 
victory," ston idy "Initial Strength," “vlitetnay,™ Nohting “tupr cual & 
showings," moking the "MeGuvera muscle tell," vegrottag “ha Chew Conbies 
end other terms Which suggested thal Mevoveain Was “eaplutt toy wt per ded oy, 
as 
7 P) 
, Lo 


Coali- y : ca 


r : : . : — 
_stfong grass-roots organization. 4 


But even more important” the publ 1chetor Ic began to di cibute the 


“(McGovern forces’ success to thelr grass roots syitem. The public ere 


“o 


presented a a dramatization of the wyeconats primary In which “McGovern the 


» 


hero saved the party "from the embarrassment of another Wallace Victory, "55 


4 


_In that race HeGovern was able to "communicate just. a of his persone| 


“ 


concern. bolster ‘it with careful, ‘cu Tax. ret -., farm policy, cuts 


in detense spending to, sweep seven of nine Wisgans districts in the state 


a 


‘and pick’ up just wader 30 ale of the Democratic vote.196 ‘Clearly the, 
Eee traditions and thegNew Politics ideology pee afpart but at the 
same time the hero focused on the igsues. The Supporting characters were 
mwel | organized in the state from the start, Pew, _much was well -known. 37 


, 


"To key McGovern aides, men like Frank Mankiewicz... organization is the 


| key to a ey win."°8 And in Wisconsin McGovern forces were clearly 


» a ’ 


, organized. : 
But organization among the supporting actors is not sufficient. 
Commitment iz also necessary. AS Paul R. Wleck observed, "McGovern's hopes 
lie (a Phe depth of commitment of his supporters. - - - From what I've seen 
their commitment and energy,match his own and bring rooming he warning of 
Wicessitnt Don Peterson. . . Sevseypoay always underestimates Geccue, 


« 


Don't make that mistake.'" 29 As Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., noted, McGovern 


"has the best ylass-rootis organization in the current campaign, "00 
Phe Untoldtagy Sega bo 
Mobuvern's Gi sSS Rule os. cial lo provided a tet draw, vhich was , 
tiayed offen in the publto whetur ic bos ty a the Campaign Muw orn os 
portrayed as facing o tremenduus uphtth ste ugygle Ver Maret, P9S2. 1 bata 
Aa 
| 
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a ‘ , i a : : : 
published a Special election ane reported that Muskie was the’ 


clear leadér:in 16 ag imary states (Calif rnia, Illinois, Maryland, Massa- 


chusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, « 


° . 4 


~ New York, North Carolina, Ohio, negate: Pennsyivania, Rhode’ Island ana 


fs ? 


“Wisconsin). Time suggested that HcBovern was leading Silly in his home 
3 °- 
state, South Nrt ! v the conve tf” Yates Mot ‘epuy ted tu be 
a7 eee : a J 5 
_ ahead in 20 states (Arizona; coloradb, Connect icit, Havel, lowes Kansas, 


BERIMENYs Maine, Missourl, Montana, Nevada, N 
™_ 


Hie Dakota; “Okc on South 


° 


\Carol ina, Texas, Utah, Veenont, Virgini 


=Pderto Rico and the Virgin’ 


° 


’ Islands). ‘MeGovern was not credited with being ahead jin any convention 


state. Time concluded inet for "Edmund Muskie, the, leader, the name of the 


’ 
* 


"game is momentum. 161 
Yet the Time analysis failed to recognize ime power of organization and 


commitment. . It failed to account for a shift in neneatam and the fact that 


) 


the scenario of the McGovern vision would be played out in state after state 


\ 


during the next few months. For example, after the McGovern Wisconsin 
victory, he received “a much needed boost to his underdog campaign. It 


[the victory] certified him as a vote getter with far broader appeal than 


he was given credit for. It unlocked fresh supplies of McGovern money. nye 
As the scenario began to sie Out Po fact it corroborated the Mefovern 
rhetoric and made it mere consuming. 
Va 

Early signs of McGovern's Grass sucts power manifested Ihemselves tn 
Phe AGizZOna ond luwa caucuses. “Yowau's Ubemotatic caucus yave him 25% of 
the vote amu . . Arteone'S awarded nh ZU6 of the Jeleysle sluts 
Neither cutcume was enough thy lead the Crowded fFleld, bul tho ftyurce var. 

@ 

more than fOur Times the 94 tu 0% eho. of voters the pollsters nurmalt ly 


uw ( 
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consign to him." 063, Once the Wisconsim primary victory ignited the’ gress 
as ° 


roots support reports were concluding, "In state ‘after Sista: young 


po) a set iviste: are taking over party Caucuses. and ig -eneosing the 


of ~ 


ndtional “convent ion deleg&tes, in 4 concerted effort to 7-: 


; ya 
Cen 9 tae on tticdés in the, national Bross oe to. 


o~ 
> 


porsteey the grass roots supporters tn dramatic terms. carted | bn an article J 
“the army of ane? and the "flying equad"® McGovern! s workers are a 


as taking "a lesson from McGover’n! s Hifelong political passion for él 


‘ : te 


lecting the names of : support6°S, hey move in droves from state to state; 
1 


classifying voters: in 3 in. by 5 tne ese 7 pice They are referred to. 
“quietly til Ling the Mlpeyande in the nonprimary states, sneaking up o 


the éourthouse pros to capture Tt Papleoere? in Vermont, 8 in Idaho, 13, in 


lowa, 9 In Arizona.# 167 4 ~ 
: ar Mas i -i - as wee ; ; 
The Grass Roots power personified the impossible. Reports chaining 
" ery Ce . rowte . rd : 


out In the press suggested: 
‘The capping of all this effort should come 

early next month in California where Campaign Manager ‘ 
Hert plans to do what most politicians say ‘is 
‘Impossible: organize the heterogeneous state from 
the ground up. . California is so big that the ¢on- 

' ventional political wisdom éictates campaigning it 
through the media. But McGovern operatives dis- 

agree. By primary time they aim to have at least 

. 1,000 out-of-state volunteers working with 25,000 to 
30,000 Californians, organizing the state New Hampshire 
style--except that in the case of California that means 
calling in person or by telephone on nearly 2,000,000 
Democratic households. 


Clearly the Grass Roots -scena: iu pur ti ays the suppurters of Meo ain 


much In his Own persona. McGovern docs the Impossible he wu youlZ@s the 
NY : 
Democratic™ party in south Dakota: nis supporting character. oryantzc “the 
. 
impossible" campaign in his Image and Likeness on the noattonal tevel 


4 


@ 
ANS | ) 


, » ad 
. te 
2 McGovern tends to campaign "at close range” ste ws Ing hi 
Cid Pan 
pros. > on electronic necie, "2 oporters leuich + aa to race campa. 


‘ 


' m é ae ¢ Fi s 
Sou... vakota style. O* Whereas In South Dakota MMcGoverf was the organizational ’ 


x 


> rt : . . 2 : 
‘tycoon,,on the national level stand-in actors like’Gary Hart and Frank 


o, 


Mankiewicz. aia that role. “While McGovern is personified as "cont ident 
Lespite the many panderstie leaders “who stil dismiss his, cantidack, his 


grass roots supporters. inspire confidences” ra 
mo ] “ft ‘ 
Since #he sbulk or the le roots: "supporters came from. the 1968, Kennedy- 


“Vea rhby legacy, it is not “surprising thét their. mevivas parieciad he some 
concerns. The villains they visualized included the Johnsonian element . 
the, party and its old foreign policy. Often the party regulars personified 
6 % a 
the villains for them. Reports also emerged that ne eee striggle é 
between the grass roots supporters and the Democratic party itself. 
_ Commented one disgruntled Democrat: "We have 
substituted mob rule for boss rule." He contends 
that the weighted caucuses do not reflect the. 
views of the mass. of working-class, middle-aged : 
y Democrats who vote in general ‘elections. 


% 


‘ . Pa 


U.S. News and World Report provided a summary of the grass roots ac- 
tivity and the bold pros" reaction to it in several States. The scenarios 


portrayed dramas of intense conflict in many cases. In Vermont it was 

reported thatis™4) 7 6 
[the! convention was dominated Ly o well 

Or ganized crew of youthful supporters ot the antivar 

Scuth Cakotan. : 

They edopted by en overwhelming majurity an 
antiwar resolution that called for imediate with 
drawal from Vicfnar, and another tu grant amuesty 
for all dratt cvaders, deserters and those convict. 

of “war crimes." 

Other resolutions approved urged legisiabion ut 
the use Of marijuana, strong bi: th coutrol lesisla 
tion, and removing . . +. controls trom dbo: tions, 
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ae 4 a co 21 
| On a broader’ level, however, e’Gra Roots fantasy type rellved the 


Popul lst strugyle centres to iIcGovern! s Cafcer. The eae! anes 7 


vi gion with ite distrust of eprabirshe 


i 


organized 5 power provided strong not Ives’ for 


olitical parties and fear of 


cticipanits. in the rhetoric’ 
‘to look fora ie base of political ‘power. ‘The New Politics, of “1968's an 7 
Brience was Interpreted as proving that the party of Johnson, Daley. ane 
ys was not the Party. ot The people. Ip ane: vision ‘of ‘the cies, 
-ghicanos, students, young peop le ‘and others’ who emtieesive as “epee our 


™~N 
“of the 1968 Democratic convention by pales wire and bayonets, there. was 


llttle reason to trust the party in 1972.) * The Gende Roots scenar la offered: 
the New Politics poly leleents @ way to digassociate themse {ves FE the 


corrupt power of the party inuct# as the Populltsts .d] sageoc tuted themselves 


from the bankers by starting a new “People's Party." 
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